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Hong Kong speech therapists convicted
Zen Soo

Five Hong Kong speech
therapists have been con-
victed of sedition, after
they printed a series of chil-
dren’s books about sheep
and wolves that a court
said was aimed at inciting
hatred against authorities.
The five executive com-

mittee members of the
General Union of Hong
Kong Speech Therapists

could face up to two years
imprisonment.
They had pleaded not

guilty to the charge of
conspiring to print, pub-
lish, distribute and display
and/or reproduce sedi-
tious publications.
Authoritieshavecracked

down on dissent in Hong
Kong since pro-democracy
protests in 2019, arresting
dozens of activists while
others have fled abroad.

The clampdown has led
to criticism that China’s
ruling Communist Party
has reneged on a 1997
pledge when Hong Kong
was handed over from
Britain to China to retain
the city’s Western-style
freedoms, including free
speech.
The five, Lorie Lai,

Melody Yeung, Sidney
Ng, Samuel Chan and
Fong Tsz-ho, had been

remanded in custody for
more than a year prior to
yesterday’s conviction.
They were arrested in

July 2021 after they pub-
lished three books with
stories that revolved
around a village of sheep
that has to deal with
wolves from a different
village.
The sheep take action

like going on strike or
escaping by boat, accord-

ing to the synopses pub-
lished on the association’s
website.
Police said the stories

published in the books par-
alleled the incidents linked
to political unrest in Hong
Kong, such as the 12 Hong
Kong activists who were
arrested at sea while at-
tempting to flee the city.
The speech therap-

ists will be sentenced on
September 10.

Putinmocks
Westover
sanctions as
Ukrainewar
carrieson
Vladimir Isachenkov

Russian president Vladi-
mir Putin has said Mo-
scow will press on with its
military action in Ukraine
until it reaches its goals
and mocked western at-
tempts to drive Russia into
a corner with sanctions.
Mr Putin told an annual

economic forum in the far-
eastern port city of Vla-
divostok that the main goal
behind sending troops into
Ukraine was protecting ci-
vilians in the east of that
country after eight years of
fighting.
“It wasn’t us who started

the military action, we are
trying to put an end to it,”
he said, reaffirming his ar-
gument that he sent troops
into Ukraine to protect
Moscow-backed separatist
regions in Ukraine, which
have fought Ukrainian
forces in the conflict that
erupted in 2014 following
Russia’s annexation of
Crimea.
“All our action has been

aimed at helping people liv-
ing in the Donbas, it’s our
duty and we will fulfil it un-
til the end,” he said.
Mr Putin said Russia

has strengthened its sover-
eignty in the face of western
sanctions, which he said
bordered on an aggression.
“Russia has resisted the

economic, financial and
technological aggression of
the West,” he said.
“I’m sure that we haven’t

lost anything and we won’t
lose anything. The most im-
portant gain is the strength-
ening of our sovereignty,
it’s an inevitable result of
what’s going one.”
The Russian leader said

that the economic and fin-
ancial situation in Russia
has stabilised, consumer
prices inflation has slowed
down and unemployment
has remained low.
“There has been a certain

polarisation in the world
and inside the country,
but I view it as a positive
thing,” he added.
“Everything unneces-

sary, harmful, everything
that has prevented us from
going forward will be re-
jected and we will gain de-
velopment tempo because
development can only be
based on sovereignty.”

He emphasised that Rus-
sia will keep protecting
its sovereignty in the face
of what he described as
an attempt by the US and
its allies to preserve their
global domination, saying
that “the world mustn’t be
founded on the diktat of
one country that deemed
itself the representative of
the almighty or even higher
and based its policies on its
perceived exclusivity”.
He scoffed at western

attempts to cap prices for
Russian oil and gas, calling
the idea “stupid” and say-
ing that Russia will have
enough customers in Asia.
“The demand is so high

on global markets that we
won’t have any problem
selling it,” he said.
“An attempt to limit

prices by administrative
means is just ravings, it’s
sheer nonsense,” he added.
“It will only lead to a hike
in prices.”
“If they try to implement

this dumb decision, it will
entail nothing good for
those who will make it,” he
warned.
“Will they make political

decisions contradicting
contracts? In that case, we
will just halt supplies if it
contradicts our economic
interests. We won’t supply
any gas, oil, diesel oil or
coal.”
He rejected the EU’s ar-

gument that Russia was
using energy as a weapon
by suspending gas supplies
via the Nord Stream 1 gas
pipeline to Germany.
Mr Putin reaffirmed the

Russian argument that
western sanctions have
hampered maintenance
of the last turbine that re-
mains in operation, forcing
its shutdown.
He repeated that Moscow

stands ready to “press the
button” and start pumping
gas “as early as tomorrow”
through the Nord Stream 2,
which has been put on hold
by the German authorities.
AsMr Putinwasmocking

the West, it was announced
he will meet Chinese leader
Xi Jinping at a summit in
Uzbekistan next week.
The pair will meet at

the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation summit
held in the Uzbek city of
Samarkand on September

New PM Truss promises action to give
‘certainty’ over soaring UK energy costs
David Hughes

New UK prime minister
Liz Truss will today set
out a plan to save house-
holds and businesses from
financial ruin as a result
of soaring energy bills.
At her first Prime Min-

ister’s Questions, Ms
Truss confirmed her plan,
expected to freeze house-
hold bills at around £2,500
(€2,880), will be set out in
Parliament.
She rejected the idea of

using a windfall tax on the
bumper profits made by
oil and gas giants to fund
the package, reported to
cost up to £150bn (€173bn).
Ms Truss told the Com-

mons: “I will make sure
that in our energy plan we
will help to support busi-
nesses and people with the
immediate price crisis, as

well as making sure there
are long-term supplies
available. I understand
that people across our
country are struggling
with the cost of living and
they are struggling with
their energy bills.
“That is why I, as prime

minister, will take imme-
diate action to help people
with the cost of their en-
ergy bills and I will be
making an announcement
to this House on that.”
But Ms Truss has faced

accusations she was
dodging scrutiny over the

way her energy plans will
be presented to Parliament.
Her administration also

faced questions after it
emerged the prime min-
ister’s official spokesman
did not attend the first
meeting of the new-look
Cabinet, limiting the me-
dia’s ability to question
what was discussed.
Meanwhile, Ms Truss

continued making ap-
pointments to her gov-
ernment — former com-
munities secretary Robert
Jenrick and Victoria
Prentis were made min-
isters despite supporting
Rishi Sunak in the leader-
ship race. Veteran diplo-
mat Tim Barrow was ap-
pointed national security
adviser, replacing Stephen
Lovegrove who moves to
become defence industrial
adviser.

Death toll rises after Chinese earthquake

Eleanor Barlow

A man arrested on sus-
picion of the murder of
nine-year-old Olivia Pratt-
Korbel in the UK has been
released on bail.
The 34-year-old, from

Liverpool, was also being
questioned on suspicion
of attempted murder after
he was arrested in the
Runcorn area in the early
hours of Sunday, Mersey-
side Police said.
Yesterday, a force spokes-

man said he had been con-
ditionally bailed.
Three other men, aged

29, 34 and 41, were also
bailed yesterday after be-
ing arrested on suspicion
of assisting an offender.
The schoolgirl was shot

in her home in Dovecot,
Liverpool, on August 22
when a gunman chased
convicted burglar Joseph
Nee into the property at
about 10pm.
A spokesman for Mer-

seyside Police said: “The
investigation into Olivia’s
tragic murder is ongoing
andwe still need to build up
a strong evidential picture
so that we can bring those
responsible to justice.”

Associated Press

The death toll from
this week’s earthquake
in western China has
jumped to 74 with another
26 people still missing, the
government has said.
The 6.8 magnitude

quake that struck just

after noon on Monday
in Sichuan province
caused extensive damage
to homes in the Ganze
Tibetan Autonomous Re-
gion and shook buildings
in the provincial capital
of Chengdu, whose 21m
citizens are under a strict
Covid-19 lockdown.

Following the quake,
police and health workers
refused to allow anxious
residents of apartment
buildings out, adding to
anger over the govern-
ment’s strict “zero-Covid
policy” mandating lock-
downs, quarantines and
other restrictions, even

while the rest of the world
has largely reopened.
Footage circulating on-

line showed residents of
the central city of Wuhan,
where the pandemic is be-
lieved to have originated
in late 2019, chanting “lift
the lockdown, refuse to be
tested” at police.

Liz Truss listens during her first Prime Minister’s Questions,
with leader of the House, Penny Mordaunt, left, by her side.

Man held
over Olivia
murder
is bailed

Russian president Vladimir Putin, above, gestures while speaking during a plenary session
at the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok yesterday, before making his keynote speech,
below. Pictures: Sergei Bobylev/TASS News Agency Host Pool Photo via AP

15-16, Russian ambas-
sador to China Andrei
Denisov told reporters.
“Less than 10 days from

now another meeting
of our leaders will take
place at the SCO summit
in Samarkand. We are
actively preparing for it,”
Mr Denisov was quoted
by Russia’s state news
agency Tass as saying.
Mr Putin and Mr Xi

last met in Beijing in Feb-
ruary, weeks before the
Kremlin sent troops into
Ukraine.
The two presidents

oversaw the signing of
an agreement pledging
that relations between
the sides would have “no
limits”.
It remains unclear

whether Mr Xi knew at

the time of Russia’s plan
to launch what Moscow is
calling “a special military
operation” in Ukraine.
While offering its tacit

support for Russia’s cam-
paign in Ukraine, China
has sought to appear
neutral and avoid possible
repercussions from sup-
porting the Russian eco-
nomy amid international
sanctions.
Moscow and Beijing

have increasingly aligned
their foreign policies to
oppose liberal democratic
forces in Asia, Europe
and beyond, making a
stand for authoritarian
rule with tight borders
and little regard for free
speech, minority rights or
opposition politics.
The Russian military

earlier this week an-
nounced sweeping mil-
itary drills in the coun-
try’s east that will involve
forces from China, an-
other show of increas-
ingly close ties between
Moscow and Beijing amid
tensions with the West
over themilitary action in
Ukraine.
Even though Moscow

and Beijing in the past
rejected the possibility
of forging a military al-
liance, Mr Putin has said
that such a prospect can-
not be ruled out.
He has also noted that

Russia has been sharing
highly sensitive military
technologies with China
that has helped signific-
antly bolster its defence
capability.
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